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So - What is the EPQ? 

× The Extended Project Qualification ςis a Level qualification by AQA

×LǘΩǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ-standing qualification equivalent to an AS level and graded A* to E. 

× You choose and design your project. 

× You get to explore a further aspect of an A-level subject that you are already studying or will 

study 

OR choose a topic that you have a personal interest in.

×ω ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ǇǳǊŜƭȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ hw ŀƴ ŀǊǘŜŦŀŎǘ όǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

produced to fit a design brief). 

ω ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƴƻƴ-specialist audience. According to University of Manchester: The skills that students develop through the Extend Project 
Qualification (EPQ) are excellent preparation for university-level study. Students can refer to the EPQ in their 
UCAS personal statements and at interview to demonstrate some of the qualities that universities are looking 

for.        For you, you can finalising it in 6th Form or College & we can accredit it May 2021!



The Extended Project

It is supposed to take about 120 hours to complete.

The EPQ could be :

× An essay (5,000 words), 

OR

× A production / performance

× !ƴ ΨŀǊǘŜŦŀŎǘΩ κ ! ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ κ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ оΣллл ǿƻǊŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ

× It is marked at A2-level, using higher order skills like analysis and evaluation 
rather than just describing and narrating.



EPQ Project Titles from the Past
Å²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭƛƴƎ 

championship?
Å To what extent have the volcanic eruptions of Montserattand Mount St Helens differed in 

their economic, social and environmental impacts?

Å To what extent was America to blame for the 9/11 attacks?

ÅWhat effects do video games have on modern society?

Å To what extent has mobile phones changed the way we live?

Å In an increasingly energy dependent world is nuclear power the preferred successor to 
fossil  fuels?

Å How has radiography helped to improve medical research over the years?

ÅWhat is the likelihood of hydrogen becoming the fuel of the 21st century?

ÅWhich Mathematician has had the most effect on history? 

ÅaŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ¢ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǇ wŜƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ 
extent are the two interrelated?



What do you need to do to pass?
Students are required, with supervision, to: 

× choose an area of interest 

× draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by the centre 

× plan, research and carry out the project 

× deliver a presentation to a non specialist audience 

× provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment.

Staff will support you with this remotely via email, and the following staff are specifically 
available for help:

Mrs N Clifton ςAll Mr A Fox ςSomery Ms K Hodgetts - Grey
Mr O Davies ςLee Mrs J Blackadder ςSomery Mr J Thompson ςGrey
Mrs L WilkesςWhittington Mrs C Channing ςWhittington

However, you can ask any member of staff for subject specific guidance should you need to!



There are FOUR assessment objectives that you are marked on:

1.Managing a project yourself 

2.Using resources you have selected 

3.Developing and realising a project 

4.Reviewing the project

What do you need to do to pass?



Assessment Evidence
The evidence for assessment will comprise the following: 
× the completed Production Log and Assessment Record including the Project Proposal Form, 

Presentation Record and Candidate Record Form 

× the project product including a written (5000) report and any other evidence, as 
appropriate, depending on the topic or subject area chosen. 











The Extended Project ïWhy Bother?

12

×Extra UCAS points

×Gives you the advantage at interviews

×Makes you a more interesting person

×Universities love it!

×Your chance to pursue a passion and get a qualification for it!

×Great for study skills development- will help with undergraduate study later 

on.



Evidencing the Project ςGaining the Marks

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ twh/9{{ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
following: 

1. Record your Initial Project Ideas on a document
2. Complete a Project Proposal Form ς(sent to a teacher for 

feedback)
3. Complete a Planning Review Document
4. Complete a Mid Project Review Form (30-50 hrs in)
5. Complete a Project Product Review Document (5000 word essay 

or 3000 word report & artefact)
6. Deliver a Final Presentation to discuss your finding and talk 

people through your research & project process!
7. Keep a log of everything / research / findings etc
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1. Record your Initial Project Ideas on a document



2. Complete a Project Proposal Form ς(sent to a teacher for feedback)



3. Complete a Planning Review Document



4. Complete a Mid Project Review Form (30-50 hrs in)



5. Complete a Project Product Review Document before doing the 5000 word essay or 
3000 word report & artefact



6. Final Presentation Plan



6. Deliver a Final Presentation to discuss your finding and talk people through your 
research & project process!

The live presentation should be for a non-specialist audience and use 

media appropriate to the type of project. The presentation may 

involve the use of flipcharts, posters, Prezi, PowerPoint or short 

excerpts of video material. The presentation record evidence should 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 

responses to these.



7. Keep a log of everything / research / findings etc
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The power of technology 

and the affect it has on 

our privacy



Choosing my question

u Technology based:

u The design of computers and the impact computers have on our lives

u The design of digital cameras and the use of it within law enforcement

u To what extent technology invades our privacy and the benefit it has

My question first and final question:

To what extent are technological improvements invading our privacy and 
how is this progression of technology justified?.



Planning

My original idea was to research the way technology may or may not 

have an affect on our privacy and to what extent. 

My aim was to gather analytical information from surveys to discover 

what people think and the knowledge they have on the rapid 

progression of technology and its abilities. 

I was also hoping to cover a lot of surveillance techniques

I soon decided to only select a couple of main/important surveillance 

techniques as these could be wrote about in great detail being the 

most popular

Was hoping to prove a point that technology is never 100% safe

I



What my project entails:

u General information and stats on surveillance technology

u Where this technology is used and how

u Whether this technology is deemed as helpful and useful

u A public survey to gather general views and to obtain a rough idea 

of the knowledge of the public in regards to the power and 

safeness of technology.

u My own experiment to see if I could trace someone down to their 

exact home address



My research

I gathered research from numerous sources. These included:

u UCS articles

u Government/official websites

u Other unofficial websites

u General Knowledge

What I used the most
u Websites was my most used source for factual information.

u Information gathered from UCS was in great detail of how the 

technology worked e.g. ANPR told me how it was connected to a 

national database and the physics behind it that calculated speed



Evaluation of sources

How useful were they?

Websites:

Websites made up the majority of my research

A lot from government and police websites, as well as unofficial but 

legitimate websites

UCS articles:

Very useful and official, contained a lot of detailed information, but 

only helped me on the descriptive side



My Survey
I constructed a survey to gather information on the knowledge individuals 
have on the power and potential thread of technology

I produced two questions

One to gather their knowledge on the subject and another on their views 
on the progression of technology
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How much do you know about the technology that exists 
that maybe invading your privacy? (Such as, Number Plate 
recognition CCTV cameras, GPS, ATM machines

0

2

4

6

8

10

Young Mid Old

Do you generally have positive 

or negative views on the rapid 

progression of technology.?

Negative Neither Positive



What I found out

I primarily found out about the uses of technology and the powers 

they have. 

I researched the advantages and disadvantages of different types of 

technology and where and why it is used

I gathered information from my survey that gathered peoples views on 

technology and their views on the power of it. 

I found out that older generations lack knowledge of the sheer power 

of technology.

In connection, I found out that younger people appear to have much 

more knowledge on how technology works



Problems I had

u Gathering evidence to support my point that I wrote based on my 

general knowledge. Often, it was finding evidence for stats.

u Adding analysis: I could write factual and descriptive writing 

relatively easy, but I found writing analytically quite difficult.

u Balancing my primary topics equally.



What I learnt

I learnt the true powers of technology and the idea that anything can 

be traced.

I also learnt about how a rather large amount of the public are 

actually unaware of the powers of technology and suggesting that a 

lot of people may be venerable, especially older people.

u Time management

u Recording findings



Skills I gained

u How to work independently

u An increase of my essay writing skills

u How to filter through large texts to find relevant information

u How to assess my work and remove un -necessary information



What I would do differently if I were 

to do EPQ again

u I would conduct more surveys with different styled questions

u I would try to add more surveillance techniques and mention how 

each technique has been used for prevention of large crimes

u Write in more detail about information that complex and is hard to 

understand

u I would do a range of analytical research rather than just surveys  

e.g. interviews



Conclusion

u I think that my findings are valid throughout my project. Possibly only 

valid to a level that relates to urban areas and may possibly be 

much different in rural areas

u I believe I have found information from many different point of 

views relating to things like age group

u I think that my surveys supported my point heavily as the analytical 

information gave me an opinion from people I met rather than 

relying on the internet for findings



SERIAL KILLERS
The Argument of Genetics vs. Environment



Choosing My Question

ÅArea of personal interest

ÅPlans for university and a career in law or 

criminology


