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So- What Is the EPQ?

x The Extended Project Qualificatigns a Level qualification by AQA

x L {0 Qa4 -standirfy NdaiBication equivalent to an AS level and graded A* to E.
X You choose and design your project.
X You get to explore a further aspect of ane&el subject that you are already studying or wi

study
OR choose a topic that you have a personal interest in.

xw ¢KS FAYAAKSR LINRP2SOU OFYy o6S | LlJzNBf &
produced to fit a design brief).

According to University of Manchestdae skills that students develop through the Extend Project
Qualification (EPQ) are excellent preparation for univetsitgl study. Students can refer to the EPQ in th
UCAS personal statemerasd at interview to demonstrate some of the qualities that universities are loc
for.  For you, you can finalising it in"6Form or College & we can accredit it May 2021!
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The Extended Project

It IS supposed to take about 120 hours to complete

The EPQ could be :

x  An essay (5,000 words),

OR
x A production / performance
< 1y WENISTFIOGQ k ! LINBaSyialdgAazy «k
x Itis marked at AZevel, using higher order skills like analysis and evaluation
rather than just describing and narrating.
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EPQ Project Titles from the Past gz
A2KFi NB GKS FHOG2NE O0SKAYR 9y3flyRQa
championship?
A To what extent have the volcanic eruptionshbntserattand Mount St Helens differed in
their economic, social and environmental impacts?

A To what extent was America to blame for the 9/11 attacks?
A What effects do video games have on modern society?

A To what extent has mobile phones changed the way we live?

A In an increasingly energy dependent world is nuclear power the preferred successor t
fossil fuels?

A How has radiography helped to improve medical research over the years?

A What is the likelihood of hydrogen becoming the fuel of the 21st century?

A Which Mathematician has had the most effect on history?
Aal NBEIFINBUO ¢KFIOKSNXRa t NAYS aAyAaidSNARAKALI
extent are the two interrelated?
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What do you need to do to pass?

Students are required, with supervision, to:

X choose an area of interest

x draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by the centre
x plan, research and carry out the project

x deliver a presentation to a non specialist audience

x provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment.

Staff will support you with this remotely via email, and the following staff are specifically
available for help:

Mrs N Cliftong All Mr A Foxg Somery Ms K Hodgetts Grey
Mr O Davieg Lee Mrs J Blackaddey Somery Mr J Thompsoig Grey
Mrs L Wilkes Whittington  Mrs C Channing Whittington

However, you can ask any member of staff feubject specific guidancghould you need to!
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What do you need to do to pass?

There are FOUR assessment objectives that you are marked on:

1.Managing a project yourself
2.Using resources you have selected
3.Developing and realising a project

4.Reviewing the project

e e ~ e
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Assessment Evidence

The evidence for assessment will comprise the following:

x the completed Production Log and Assessment Record including the Project Proposal
Presentation Record and Candidate Record Form

X the project product including a written (5000) report and any other evidence, as
appropriate, depending on the topic or subject area chosen.

Assessment Objectives Weighting
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mtk band %]
T %

AO1 Manage 7-10

identify the topic marks
identify project aims and

objectives

produce a project plan

complete the work applying
organisational skills and 4-6
strategies to meet stated

objectives marks

1-3
marks

Clear identification of the topic to be investigated
or researched and clear evidence of appropriate
aims and objectives for the proposed project title.

Detailed project plan, with clear evidence of
monitoring progress of project work against the
agreed objectives.

Some identification of the topic to be investigated
or researched and some evidence of appropriate
aims and objectives for the proposed project title.

Project plan, with some evidence of monitoring
progress of project work against the agreed
objectives.

Limited identification of the topic 1o be
investigated or researched and limited evidence of
appropriate aims and objectives for the proposed
project title.

Brief project plan, with little evidence of
monitoring progress of project work against the
agreed objectives.

No relevant response.
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Assessment Objectives Mark band Assessment Criteria g%‘
) e

AO2 Use resources 7-10 Evidepne of detailed [Erseamh invnMng the
obtain and select from a marks f’:‘m‘]T and am\.iuahnn of a wide range of
variety of resources A Szl et
data Critical analysis and application of the resources
analyse with clear links made to appropriate theories and
apply information relevantly concepts.
danmnstra_ta uqderstandng
Clely e e 4-6 Evidence of some research involving the selection
marks and evaluation of a range of relevant resources.

Some analysis and application of the research,
with links made to appropriate theories and

concepts.
1-3 Evidence of limited research involving limited
marks selection and evaluation of resources.

Little or no analysis and application of the
resources, with few links made to appropriate
theories and concepts.

0 marks No relevant response.

~
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713

Candidates take appropriate decisions and
appropriate data Is collected and thoroughly ;
analysed. The project pltan s fully implemented N~
and the outcome is fully realised to a high
standard and consistent with a candidate s finally
agreed plan.

Thare s cloar ovidence of appropriate changes 1o
or development of the nitial project plan or ttle or
aims and objectives, with clear and appropriate
reasons for any changes.

Candidates communicate their indings fMuantly in
an appropriate format, synthesising Information
from a variety of sowrces and present therm within
a logical and coharent structure which addresses
closely the nature of the task.

Candidates take decisions and some appropriate
data Is collected and adequatoly analysed. The
project plan s implemented and the ocutcome is
sufficiently realised to an acceptable standard and
consistent with a candidate's finally agreaed plan.

There is some aevidence of appropriate changes
or devaelopment of 1o the initiad project plan or title
or alms and objectives, with reasons for any
changes.

Candidates communicate clearly thelir findings,
showing some ability to synthesise information
from differant sources and prasent them in a
structured Mmanner appropriate for the task.

Candidates take few decisions and a itle data is
Insufficiently analysed. The project plan is
implementaed in a limited way and the cutcome Is
realised in a limited manner and not always
consistant with a candidate's flinally agread plan.

There s ittla or No evidance of appropriate
changes or development of to the initial
plan or title or aims and objectives, with only
lirmited reasons for any changes.

Candidates comimunicate their findings by
drawing on a limited number of sources and
present them In a manmaear Not always appropriate




Assessment Objectives Mark band

AO4 Review 7—10
communication skills marks
comvey and present
evidenced outcomes and
conclusions
evaluate own learning and
performance:

46
marks
1-3
marks

Assessment Criteria

Detailed and careful evaluation of the strengths %
and weaknesses of the completed project in S
relation to the planning, implementation and

outcomes, and the candidate’s own learning

during the project.

Material is consistently relevant, well-structured

and appropriately presented. Candidates clearly
communicate their findings and conclusions

which are based on sound evidence and

judgement.

Some evaluation of the strengths and
weaknesses of the completed project in relation
to the planning, implementation and outcomes,
and the candidate’s own learning during the
project.

Material is sometimes relevant, well-structured
and appropriately presented. Candidates
communicate their findings and conclusions
which are based on some evidence and

judgement.

Limited evaluation of the strengths and
weaknesses of the completed project in relation
to the planning, implementation and outcormes,
and the candidate’s own learming during the
project.

Material is not always relevant, well-structured or
appropriately presented. Candidates
communicate some of their findings and
conclusions which are based on little or no
evidence and judgement.

==



The Extended Project 1 Why Bother?

x Extra UCAS points

x Gives you the advantage at interviews

x Makes you a more interesting person

x Universities love it!

x Your chance to pursue a passion and get a qualification for it!

x Great for study skills developmemnill help with undergraduate study late|

on.
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Evidencing the ProjectGaining the Marks

. 2dz2Qf f YySSR G2 1SSLI I NBOZ2NR 2
following:
1. Record youinitial Project Ideasn a document

2. Complete &roject Proposal Forim(sent to a teacher for

feedback)

Complete &Planning Review Document

Complete aMid Project Review For80-50 hrs in)

Complete &Project Product Review DocumghiD00 word essay

or 3000 word report & artefact)

6. Deliver aFinal Presentatioto discuss your finding and talk
people through your research & project process!

7. Keep alog of everything / research / findings etc

St 0
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1. Record youinitial Project Ideasn a document
Record of initial ideas

To be completed by the candidate
This page records initial meeting(s) with your supervisor to agree your project ideas. Additional pages can be
submitted if more than one idea has been explored.

My idea(s) for topic/title

My chosen subject is English Literature and assessing the way that fictional ideas have influenced societal
opinion. Due to English and Computer Science both being passions of mine, | would like to explore the way in
which 20% century cinema has affected the public’s perception of the technology that was developing during this
time, focusing on films from the science-fiction genre. | want to examine how this perception changed throughout
the decades (e.g. optimism to cynicism) and why ideas produced by the media impacted people's approach to
technology, which are questions that are asked still to this day.

My ideas for research and development of my project

- Researching and investigating the messages that films convey through the medium.
- Researching how films encourage audiences to perceive technology in a certain way.

| will organise my research by recording my information digitally and gather all my notes on findings together. | will
begin research through using the internet and written sources such as journals to analyse the historical and
contemporary context of each decade of the 20t century and the cultural attitudes of the times (e.g. World Wars,
Cold War). This should guide me when | analyses the films themselves as | will be able to understand the
reasons behind portrayals of technology.

To further my research, | will watch documentaries to gain an understanding of the historical background of the
20* century and of the technological advancement of the century. To provide evidence of thorough research | will
create a bibliography of all my sources and select relevant quotations for my project. | will find at least two defining
science-fiction films from each era and draw from the historical and cultural contexts to discuss the ideas about
technology that each film produced, then use reviews and the success of the film to evaluate the audience’s
perception of these ideas. From this, | would utilise the historical and cultural research to examine in what way the
films influenced society and general attitudes towards technology. | will also be using the future learn online
course every week on developing my research project, which | have found useful as it guides through finding and
presenting sources.
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2. Complete &Project Proposal Form(sent to a teacher for feedback)

To be completed by the candidate

Working title of my Extended Project.
Present the topic to be researched in the form of a short statement/question/hypothesis with clear focus.

Click here to enter text.

 my initial resources will be
Click here to enter text.

+ the courses of study or area(s) of personal interest to which the topic relates
Click here to enter text.

« my intended product
Click here to enter text.

C)unsdale
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3. Complete &lanning Review Document

Planning review

To be completed by the candidate
This page records your outline plan once your proposal has been approved.

My next steps in planning, researching and deadlines that | will set myself. What | intend to do, by when, what
resources | will use and how | will implement the recommendations of the centre co-ordinator {where
appropriate]).

Click here to enter text.

My summary of the comments and advice from my supervisor
Click here to enter text.

Modifications | have made as a result of my discussion with my supervisor andfor the comments from my centre
coordinator

Click here to enter text.

N~
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4. Complete avid Project Review Forif80-50 hrs in)

Mid-project review
To be completed by the candidate
This page records your cutline plan when you have completed your research.

Iz my project following my origimal plan? How has my plan developed?
Click here to enter text.

My summary of the comments and advice from my supervisor
Click here to enter text.

Modifications | have made as a result of my discussion with my supervisor at this stage
Click here to enter text.

My final title and agreed form of project product
Click here to enter text.

My planned next steps to complete my project
Click here to enter text.

A \ ) »\\‘
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5. Complete &Project Product Review Documdmtfore doing the 5000 word essay
3000 word report & artefact

Project product review

To be completed by the candidate
This page records the {(near) completion of your project product. Outline the successes, failures, additions and/or
changes you made as you followed the plan in your mid-project review

Did my project follow my revised plan (from the mid-project review)?
Click here to enter text.

MWy summary of the comments and advice from my supervisor at this final stage
Click here to enter text.

Modifications | have made as a result of discussion with my supervisor at this final stage
Do | need to do anything else to complete my product?
Click here to enter text.

| BN IQTUS



6. Final Presentation Plan

Presentation record part A

To be completed by the candidate
This page records your presentation and its preparation.

Planned format of my presentation (eg timing, audience, use of visual aids, slides, use of notes, etc.)
Click here to enter text.

Planned content of my presentation
Click here to enter text.

Modifications | have made as a result of rehearsal andfor discussion with my supervisor
Click here to enter text.

Ellowes Hall




6. Deliver aFinal Presentatioto discuss your finding and talk people through youljz
research & project process!

The live presentation should be for a nepecialist audience and use
media appropriate to the type of project. The presentation may

Involve the use of flipcharts, posters, Prezi, PowerPoint or short

excerpts of video material. The presentation record evidence shoul
Ay Of dzRS SEIYLX S&a 27F 1jdzSadtArz2ya

responses to these.
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7. Keep a log of everything / research / findings etc

Resource Log
[

EXTENDED PROJECT (7993) | Candidate: Candidate Number:
Date Title Author/Publisher | Edition/Date Usefulness Outcome/Action Reliability of Content
Accessed Published Points

1. Usefulness — Consider: How it helped you or didn’t help you, why? Did it lead to further questions or research?

2. Outcome/Action Points — Consider: What you did as a result? How the source impacted upon your planning, development of your title, changing/developing your aims
and objectives, helping you to overcome problems etc

3. Reliability of Content— Consider: Who wrote the source and how that might impact upon the source, how trustworthy is it, why was it written (who is it intended for)
and how might that effect it, when was it written, does other research support the findings or reject them, has it undergone peer review. Is it your own research? — How
can you evaluate it?

‘ Remember to include resources that you reject and explain why!

= =
Ounsdale =&




Engage,SSuceeec,dp sAsSpdreotoekbead

Levels3 EROPRIeject

Example-FinalrPresentations

Mrs INI(IEEfUm- Headteacher -

o ' Ounsdale



The power of technology
and the affect It has on
our privacy



Choosing my guestion

u Technology based:
u The design of computers and the impact computers have on our lives
u The design of digital cameras and the use of it within law enforcement

u To what extent technology invades our privacy and the benefit it has

My question first and final question:

To what extent are technological improvements invading our privacy and
how is this progression of technology justified?.



Planning

My original idea was to research the way technology may or may not
have an affect on our privacy and to what extent.

My aim was to gather analytical information from surveys to discover
what people think and the knowledge they have on the rapid
progression of technology and its abilities.

| was also hoping to cover a lot of surveillance techniques

| soon decided to only select a couple of main/important surveillance
techniques as these could be wrote about in great detail being the
most popular

Was hoping to prove a point that technology is never 100% safe



What my project entails:

u General information and stats on surveillance technology
u  Where this technology is used and how
u  Whether this technology is deemed as helpful and useful

u A public survey to gather general views and to obtain a rough idea
of the knowledge of the public in regards to the power and
safeness of technology.

u My own experiment to see if | could trace someone down to their
exact home address



My research

| gathered research from numerous sources. These included:
u UCS articles

u  Government/official websites

u Other unofficial websites

u General Knowledge

What | used the most

Websites was my most used source for factual information.

u Information gathered from UCS was in great detail of how the
technology worked e.g. ANPR told me how it was connected to a
national database and the physics behind it that calculated speed



Evaluation of sources

How useful were they?
Websites:
Websites made up the majority of my research

A lot from government and police websites, as well as unofficial but
legitimate websites

UCS articles:

Very useful and official, contained a lot of detailed information, but
only helped me on the descriptive side



My Survey

| constructed a survey to gather information on the knowledge individuals
have on the power and potential thread of technology

| produced two questions
One to gather their knowledge on the subject and another on their views
on the progression of technology

How much do you know about the technology that exists

that maybe invading your privacy? (Such as, Number Plate Do you generally have positive

recognition CCTV cameras, GPS, ATM machines or negative views on the rapid
12 progression of technology.?
10 10
8 8
6
6
4 i
4
2 — = = _.:
2 I |
| :
0 e Young Mid Old
Nothing at all Only a little bit Quite a lot Expert Negative Neither m Positive

Young Mid mOld



What | found out

| primarily found out about the uses of technology and the powers
they have.

| researched the advantages and disadvantages of different types of
technology and where and why it is used

| gathered information from my survey that gathered peoples views on
technology and their views on the power of it.

| found out that older generations lack knowledge of the sheer power
of technology.

In connection, | found out that younger people appear to have much
more knowledge on how technology works



Problems | had

u Gathering evidence to support my point that | wrote based on my
general knowledge. Often, it was finding evidence for stats.

u Adding analysis: | could write factual and descriptive writing
relatively easy, but | found writing analytically quite difficult.

u Balancing my primary topics equally.



What | learnt

| learnt the true powers of technology and the idea that anything can
be traced.

| also learnt about how a rather large amount of the public are
actually unaware of the powers of technology and suggesting that a
lot of people may be venerable, especially older people.

u Time management

u Recording findings



Skills | gained

u How to work independently
u An increase of my essay writing skills
u How to filter through large texts to find relevant information

u How to assess my work and remove un -necessary information



What | would do differently if | were
to do EPQ again

u | would conduct more surveys with different styled questions

u | would try to add more surveillance techniques and mention how
each technique has been used for prevention of large crimes

u  Write in more detail about information that complex and is hard to
understand

u |'would do a range of analytical research rather than just surveys
e.g. interviews



Conclusion

u

| think that my findings are valid throughout my project. Possibly only
valid to a level that relates to urban areas and may possibly be
much different in rural areas

| believe | have found information from many different point of
views relating to things like age group

| think that my surveys supported my point heavily as the analytical
information gave me an opinion from people | met rather than
relying on the internet for findings



SERIAL KILLERS

The Argument of Genetics vs. Environment




L
Choosing My Question

2

.
AArea of personal interest

APlans for university and a career in law or
criminology



